THE SPEECH 
Of Mr. F. B. BRUNETTE, delwered.at the Church Door of the 
Parish of Charlesbourgh, March 19th, 1816, in Soliciting 
the votes and interests of the free and independent Electors 
UYS- of that County, on behalf of Mr. De Bonne. 


= 


(Taken in short-hand on the spot.) 


GENTLEMEN, FREE-HOLDERS _ AND ELECTORS OF THE 

7%. 3 COUNTY OF QUEBEC: 

I HAVE this day the honour to wait on you all, at the request 

and on the benalf of Mr. De Bonne, a well known and respect- 

able character, and I stand here, Gentlemen, (if 1 may use the expres- 
sion) in his shoes. 

Gentlemen, this is his sword; hetells me tosay to you that if you 
should do him the Honour to elect him oneof your Representatives to 
serve in the ensuing Parliament, he willseek the Real Good of this 
Province, and by so doing secure the interest of you all. To do which, 
you all know, Gentlemen, he has the superior talents of sound sense, and 
the long-tried knowledge of the Laws of this Country. 

Gentlemen, I shall only glance at what one of the other two Gentle- 
men has just now said. You knowthem, and }t know them, and I leave 
you to judge: he holds up to you the LIBERTY OF THE, PEOPLE, 
and expressly tells you, the same conduct he has pursued he will still 
pursue. Gentlemen, I am sorry to say, that conduct has been the 
source of muchtrouble ; and, if persisted in, must be the wéter confu- 
sion of this Country, and, at last, the loss of the happy Constitution we now 
enjoy! Gentlemen, as to what the other Gentleman has read, its 
not worth notice. I only wish you to draw a comparison between them 
and the man I standheré for. They may be good as men ; but it is im- 
possible they can he fit to represent you as Members, and to make Laws 
for the government of your lives and property. 

Gentlemen, I must say a few words with respect to the Gentleman 
next me. He hasa Silver horn to stick inhis ear; he might as well stick it 
in his Breeches. Gentlemen, I wish to be serious, but how can [ be so when 
a Man as deaf asa log, stands here asa Candidate for your voices. I 
have heard of Trumpet-tongued Members, but never unul of late did I 
hear of trumpet-ear’d ones. (There he was jogged by Mr. Breahaut with 
¢* coutez donc,’ “ attendez-vous,” but John Baptiste proceeded)—Gen- 
tlemen, I have a few words more to fay ; you are told Mr, Dz Bonne has a 
penfion of £500 from Government ; he is bought, and of course no long- 
er a Freeman, and you must not elect him, Gentlemen 1 assure you, 
and many of you know it, that he retired from the situation which he 
Jong held with honor to himself, and credit to us all, without a Single 
shilling pension, and now only glories in the name of HABITANT; and 

Gentlemen, we are all Habitants: let us select men of our own stamp ; 
we want no Gentlemen from town to sow discord and ‘*seed-wheat” a- 
_ mongst us, we can sow our own wheat, and wish to eat the produce in 
peace and quietness. Let them go home to their business, and take care 
of what they are fit for ; they have no business here. Gentlemen, you 
have seen the newspapers, and I hope with me you will follow the maxim 
there pointed out ; let us select men who are worthy and proper to trust 
our lives and property in the hands of ; and not put them into the hands: 
of men that are unfit, and brought here to be stuffed down our throats, 
against all the rules of common sense. I say, Gentlemen, we must judge 
- for ourselves, and I claim the support this day, which the superior talents, 
character, and principles of De Bonne demand. And now is the time 
to show the love of our Country, by proving that we all approve of the 
measures and proceedings of Government, and not of the late House of 
Assembly. And, Gentlemen, I must repeat that I solicit nothing of you 
personally. Ihave not vanity and ignorance enough to aspire to the 
arduous task of Legislator. I solicit your votes and interest for De 


Bonne and De Bonne only. 
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